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BILL—-FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

BILL—CITY OF PERTH.
In Commiliee.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan in the Chair; the
Colonial Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6—agreed to.
Clause 7--Borrowing powers:

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: It is considered
that the clause may need some slight altera-
tion, T would ask the Minister to report
progress so (hat the position may be further
considered.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
move—

That progress be reported and leave asked
to sit again.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: We should pass the
Bill as promptly as possible because it is &
wmatter of urgency. The object is to enable
the Council, among other things, to acquire
land that will allow the municipal authori-
ties to extend Forrest Place through to St.
George's-terrace. It is well known to hon.
members that at the present time the Con-
gregational Clurch authorities are erecting

a huilding and until the Bill is passed the,

City Council cannot step in and acquire the
land. The more that is spent in eonnection
with the building operations, the more the
citizens will have io pay. No objection was
taken te the Bill in another place where it
was serutinised very carefully by the Min-
ister for Lands (Hon. W. C. Angwin}.
This clanse provides additional borrowing
powers to cnatle the City Council to acquire
land and so on, hut the exercise of those
powers will be subject to the consent of the
ratepayers. There is a lot to be done before
the municipal eonncil can aect, and if we
hang up the Bill, it will mean more expense
for the citizens.

The CHAIRMAX: Order! The hon.
member is exceeding the limit that should
be imposed on such a discussion.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I ask the hon. mem-
ber if he wishes, in these circumstances, to
press for progress being reported.

The CHAIRMAX: I understood that the
hon. member was deing =0 but it is contrary
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to our Standing Orders to disenss a motion
such as that before the Chair.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: By way of per-
sonal explanation, I would like to point out
that the request 1 have made comes from
the city solicitors as representing those con-
cerned. I am in agreement with what Mr.
Lovekin bas said in view of the building
operations that are going on.

Hon. T. Mocre: Cannot we pass the Bill
and then recommit it, if necessary?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Yes, we could do
that, if the Minister withdraws his motion,

Motion, by leave, withdrawn.

Clause put 2nd passed.

Clause 8 and 9—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Do I understand
that the report has been adopted?

The PRESIDENT: Yes.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: Can I move for
the recommittal of the Bill at the third read-
ing stage?

The PRESIDENT: Yes.

Houge adjourned at 4.51 pm.

e —————

Aegislative BRsgembly,
Thursday, 17th September, 1925,

Billa : Industrinl Arbitration Act Amendment Eepoxt 985
Electoral Act Amendment, Com.
Supply (No. 2) £1,232,000, retumed ... 054

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers,

BILL—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Commiltee adopted.
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BILL—ELECTORAL ACT AMEND-
MENT.

In Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Justice in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 7—agreed to.

Clavse 8—Power of Governor-in-Council
as to subdivisions of distriets:

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: This
clause, of course, does not mean that the
Government will be able to alter the boun-
daries of an electorate by proclamation; hut
will the State electorates forming sub-
divisions of a Federal electorate have to be
arranged with the Federal Government? The
Minister should explain exactly what is
meant by the reference to subdivisions.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
clause gives power to divide an electorate
into subdivisions. Ifor example, in the Fed-
eral elecorate of Kalgoorlie and in the State
division of Kimberley there are three dis-
tinet subdivisions—Derby, Wyndhawm, and
Broome. The subdivisions eould remain, and
those three would still form our division of
Kimberley. While originally the boundaries
of State and Federal divisions were co-termin-
ous, we have since passed a Redistribution
of Seats Aet. There was no necessity for
the Commonwealth to alter its subdivisions
on that aceount, and it was naot done, Thus
at present the Federal subdivisions are not
in eonformity with our subdivisions. Again,
the subdivision of Geraldton, of which nat-
urally I know most, is utterly different from
the division of Geraldton on the Assembly
rolls. In that instance, too, our Redistri-
bution of Seats Act of about 11 years ago
altered the boundaries. The same position
obtains in regard to many other subdivisions.
The Federal division of Kalgoorlie still re-
tains the old sunbdivisions of Tvanhoe and
Brownhill, althongh the State electoral law
has amalgamated them. The Commonweualth
has decided to make its subdivisions eo-ter-
minous wtib ours. I think that position is
preity well understood now.

Clanse put and passed.

Clanse 9—Changes to bhe made in rolls
on subdivision of distriets or alteration of
boundaries:

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: This
elanse provides that rolls shall be made in
accordance with redistributions.  Shall we
lrave absolute freedom to do as we like?

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes,
absolute freedom. Taking again the case
of Geraldton, I may point out that in the
existing State division of Geraldton there
is a portion of the Federal subdivision of
Greenough. This clanse gives power to take
out of Greenough in the Federal subdivision
the portion which belongs to the Gerafdton
subdivision.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 10 to 17—agreed to.

Clause 18—Claims for enrolment or trans-
fer of enrolment:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This
clause provides that any Western Austra-
lian senator can, if he so desires, have his
name retained upon the roll of any sub-
division; and there is a corresponding pro-
vision for members of this State Parliament.

The Minister for Justice: A senator repre-
sents Western Australia.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
clause also refers to members of the House
of Representatives. If the electorate of a
member of the House of Representatives
covers half a dozenm of our electorates

The Minister for Justice: He could be on
only one roll.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
could take his choice?

The Minister for Justice: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 hope
he will make a wise choice.

Mr. MARSHALL: Subeclanse 3 reads—

No person is entitled to have his name placed
upon any Assembly roll other than the roll

for the distriet or subdivision in which he
lives.

He

This subelanse is the point upon which 1
dwelt when speaking on the second read-
ing. TIf it is passed, it wil place
numerous persons who really have the
qualifications necessary for enrolment be-
low even the level of a half-bleod.
It will debar them from being enrolled.
A great oomber of people, notably stock
drovers, do not live anywhere in particular.
They have no permanent place of abode.
The subeclause will prevent their getting on
the roll.

Mr. Sampson:
enrolled? -

Mr. MARSHALL: Having no specific
domicile, they are not qualified. I am speak-
ing of the single men amongst them.

Do they ever claim to be
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Mr. Sampson: What is their postal ad-
dress?

Mr. MARSHALL: Probably the rail-
head, with instructions to send correspon-
dence after them wherever they have gone.

Hoa. G. Taylor: They are domiciled some-
where; they are not always on the road.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, sometimes they are
on the beer. Under this subelause they must
have a permanent dwelling place, which for
them is an impossible gualification. TUnless
they live in a certain electorate they are not
entitled to be enrolled. Recently I met a
leam of men who were 18 weeks on the road,
with another two weeks to go. Under the
subelause they would not he entitled to be
on the roll, because they had come all the
way down from Kimberley to Leonora, trav-
ersing several electorates.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They would be
on the Kimberley roil,

Mr. MARSHALL: No, they went from
Leonora to Kimberley for the stoek.

Mr. Teesdale: They must have a home
somewhere; they are not living in a hollow
log.

IHon. (. Taylor: If they were, that would
be their domieile.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister himself
must admit that under this subelanse, unless
those people have a permanent place of
abode they would be debarred from getting
on the roll.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1
think the hon. member is right in his eon-
tention. All law is designed to cover ordin-
‘ary cases. It is exeeptionsl to have a man
living nowhere in particular and wandering
all over the various electorates in the earn-
ing of his livelihood. Even stock drovers
usuvally have a domicile somewhere, a place
to which their letters can be sent, but T ean
well believe that the single men amongst
them have no fixed address. T know a drover
whose wife lives at Geraldton and who is
on the Geraldton roll, althongh he spends
not more than five or six weeks in Gerald-
ton in each year¥ There is an arrangement for
nomadic pecple, who can eleet to be domi-
ciled at a given place. | I suppose an offici-
ous registrar could object to the name of
such a man being on the roll. He would
send an objection notice to that man’s regis-
tered address. That would be forwarded on
to him, and he eould reply to the objection.
If he did that his name wonld be allowed to
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remain on the roll. 8o, if these drovers
elect to make a certain place their domicile,
they will not be strnek off the roll before a
notice reaches them from the registrar, stat-
ing that objection has been taken to their
being on the roll,

Mr. North: Does the subclause cover mem-
bers of the Seamen’s Union?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Men
working on the “Bambra” and the “Kan-
garoo” travel np and down the coast, but
their domicile is at Fremantle. They are not
denied their votes.

Mr. Teesdale: They send down postal
votes from the nearest port.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
cannot in the Aet specifically provide for
drovers hut, as I have explained, there is
no reason why they should not be on the
roll and remain there.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The disability
pointed to by the member for Murchison is
a very real one. I cannot suggest any way
out of the diffienlty, but I know that in
the past men have heen systematically
pushed off the roll. There should be closer
examination before a man’s name is re-
moved from the roll. I know of two men
who were enrolled for Kimberley. In each
year they spent six or seven months at the
Wyndham Meat Works. As soon as they
got on the boat to came south the Eleetoral
Department was notified and their names
were removed from the roll. The eirecum-
stances were explained to the Chief Elee-
toral Officer, and he agreed that the names
of those men should remain on the Kim-
berley roll. That was all right, but how
many men would have opportunity for get-
ting before the Chief Electoral Officer with
their protest?

Hon. Sir James Miichell: But if they left
the district they must come off the roll.

Mr. MILLINGTON: They have no per-
manent domicile. They desire to remain on
the roll for the distriet in which they are
earning their living, not for some other dis-
trict in which, perhaps, they remain only
for a few weeks in each year. Generally it
may be said that in the North and North-
West every opportumity is taken to purge
the roll. TIn the Gascoyne electorate last
year, as soon as a man got on the boat his
name was removed from the roll This was
on the eve of an election.

Mr. Steeman: Who acted up there?
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Mr. MILLINGTON: It is hard to say.
There is a very close serutiny of the State
roll—those men’s names Were not removed
from the Federal roll—and it is the practice
to remove them from the State roll.

Mr. Teesdale: On the part of whom?

Mr. MILLINGTON : Officials, though I do
not know who influences them. There were
men who were entitled to remain on that
roll for an impending election and, when
they came to Perth, they could not qualify
for another electorate as they had not lived
there for a month. Thus, through being re-
moved from the North-West roil, they had
no vote in any electorate. These men are
continnally harassed over their electoral
claims. Considerably more sympathy conld
be shown them and, before their names are
removed, greater care should be taken to
ensure that they receive notices.

My, Teesdale: You are talking of only
two men, not of the meatworks employees.

Mr. MILLINGTON: T am talking of men
who gain their livelihood in a given distriet
and desire to be entolled for that distriet.
All sorts of busybodies seem to take it upon
themselves to declare that sueh men are not
residents of a particular distriet, whereas
they are more entitled to be on that roll
than on any other. The marner in which
those men were pushed off the roll was a
seandal. I had dozens of complaints, and I
say without fear of successful contradiction
that insufficient inquiry was made before the
names were removed from the roll. T hope
the department will insist upon having pro-
per evidence before removing names in
future. I cannot suggest any alteration to
the clause but the department should wake
up and protect men who ecannof protect
themselves. The difficulty is that they do
not receive a notice and cannot lodge an
objection. Tf they could lodge an cbjection,
they would he able to submit a good claim
to remain on the roll,

Mr. TEESDALE: I do not take a hack
place to either of the two previous speakers
in my consideration for the people outback,
and I do not want any metropolitan mem-
bher to call my attention to the position,
either, T #m not aceustomed to throwing
houquets at Government departments, but T
have been to the Electoral Department on
numerous oceasions with a grievance and,
after having heard a ¢lear explanation, have
been perfectly satisfied. I have not kmown

[ASSEMBLY.)

the department to do anything unjust. The
two men mentioned by the member for
Leederville may be exceptions, and it is nse-
less for him to disenss the meatworks em-
ployees, becanse the majority of those men
are domiciled somewhere and do naof wish
to vote in the Kimberley electorate. It is
not fair to bring up isolated instances of
men who apparently received n¢ notice. I
am satisfied that notices were posted by the
department and that every care was taken
to see that such men did not suffer injus-
tice. If those men did not leave any intima-
tion as to where their correspondence was
to be forwarded, we cannot legislate for such
cases. I wounld be loth to do an injustice
to the outback people. I know their lives
as well as does any member, and T would not
dare to face them with an admission that T
had helped to perpetrate an injnstice on
them. I do not think the eases mentioned
by the member for Leederville are general;
I think he has cited an isolated case.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: What would you
do with an isolated case 7

Mr. TEESDALE. The departmental
officials know nothing of party and eare less,
and they exercise the greatest possible eare.
Every objection lodged is carefully investi-
gated by the electoral officer, and every
opportonity is given to an elector to show
why he should not be struck off the roll.
There must he some limit to which the de-
partment ean go and a time is appointed
under the Act for the receipt of claims. The
statement that numbers of men have been
pushed off the roll lately is a little unfair
to the department.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not complaining
of the department or the officers. Subelause
3 does not aim at striking names off the roll.
My grievance is that people cannot be put
on the roll. TUnder this provision no de-
parbmental officer could put people on the
roll. I am not partienlar about an elector
who can qualify for any district.. So long
as he ean get on the roll, T have no griev-
ance, hut I do object to a provision that
will deprive of the vote a larger number of
good citizens who are developing the outer
parts of the State. The Bill proposes to
give a vote to half bloods, and yet wonld
deny the vote to our own people who have
no permanent place of abode by reason of
their avocations necessitating their moving
from aone distriet to another.
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Mr. Teesdale: But sueh a man has an
address.
Mr. MARSHALL: This does not deal

with addresses. \Why does not the hon. mem-
ber read the subclause? Men lifting cattle
from the Kimberleys live on the road and
have no permanent place of abode. They
travel throngh the Murchison, Pilbara, and
probably Roebourne districts into the Kim-
berleys and then back through the same
electorates to Leonora via Cue. Because
they are continually travelling the measure
would debar them fram enrolling,

Hon. G. Taylor: The Minister has ex-
plained that.

The Minister for Justice: Of course I
have.

Mr. MARSHALL: Then, if I were a de-
partmental officer, I would contend that I
was justified in striking such a man off the
roll because he was not living in the elee-
torate for which he was originally enrolled.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: My district is one of
the outer mining areas.and on the roll will
be found the names of men supposed to be
domiciled at Linden. These men have prob-
ably gone 30 miles away prospecting for
ive or six months and then moved on to an-
other place and not returned to Linden for
18 months. Yet their names remain on the
Mt. Margaret roll.

The Premier: There are men on my roll
who do not live in the district for a month
in the year. They are ont prospeeting.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: And the Act does not
inconvenience them one iota. The registrar
knows them and there is mo difficnlty what-
ever. It is idle for the member for Leeder-
ville to bring in the Wyndbam Meatworks
employees. They go North about April
and complete the season in September
or October and they are mostly domi-
ciled in Perth. I bhave tried to get
work there for dozens of men and
have found that they have to be en-
gaged at the Trades Hall. Dozens of the
Wyndbam Meatworks employees are ‘married
men domiciled in the swburbs of Perth.
What interest have they in Wyndham that
they should be put on the rtoll for that
rentre? They know nothing about the North
West, and it is absurd for them to call them-
selves Kimberley clectors. A drover may
ramp somewhere for weeks and months in
srder to spell his horses, and would be dom-
siled there for that period. There is too big
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a desire to locate men where they can be
most valuable at election time. Govern-
ments have sent men to work in doubtful
ciectorates, and spent Government monsy
there just before an election. That sort of
thing has been dome in this State.

Mr, Sleeman: By the previous Govern-
ment?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: ILet sleeping dogs
lie, It would be absurd to give a roving
commission in the case of these men. A man
may go to the Kimberleys and shear for 11
wecks, and then seek to get bis name put on
the roll for that electorate. He then may come
south into another electorate and ask to have
his mame put on there. A man must have a
domicile, and when be has one the depart-
ment does not strike the name off the roll.
The electoral officers desire to keep people
on the roll, and to keep the rolls clean. Per-
liaps clean rolls do not always appeal to
people, with the result that the Electoral
Department is brought to book.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There is a good
deal of heat about this matter. The mem-
ber for Leederville gave a practical illus-
tration of where an injustice had been done,
Certain men went to Wyndham. Aecording
to the Electoral Act they had the right to
transfer their names after residing at
Wyndham for a month, and they exercised
it. They were put on the Kimberley roll
with their domicile at Wyndham. Some
months later they eame south. When they
had left, notices were sent to them at Wynd-
bam stating that thev bad been struck off
the roll. They did not receive those notices.

Mr. Teesdale: Their letters did not fol-
low them because they left no address.

Hon. W. D. JOHENSON: It takes a long
time for letters fo go to Wyndham, The
notices could not be returned in the case of
the single men, because when they left they
did not know where their domieile would be
in the south. When they came sonth they
were not down long enough to be qualified
for a new domicile. These men were, there-
fore, deliberately disfranchised. The de-
partment must have kpown that if the
names were struck off the Kimberley roll
those people would not he qualified to get
upon another roll. Why should men be per-
seeuted, because they choose to earn their liv-
ing at Wyndham, where they are giving
special services to the State? Tt was vnnfair
of the department to strike the names off the
roll, and no member representing that part
of the State should stand such treatment.
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The Minister for Justice: The men con-
tributed to the difficulty by not stating that
their domicile was in the south.

Ilon. W. D. JOHNSON: he Minister
is questioning their veracity.

The Minister for Justice:
ing that.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: They said
Wyndham was their domicile and their
claims were recognised. Until they had per-
manently left Wyndham their names should
not have been interfered with.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
member for Guildford can be very forget-
ful. The Wyndham season is closed. The
eleetions are held in March and these men
go up in April. One would imagine that
they come back just before an election.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: They came back too
late to get on any new reoll.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are saying
what the member for Leederville and
I have stated is unfrue. We thank you.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
glad the hon. member is grafified over some-
thing.

Hon, S. W. Munsie: When the men ar-
rived in the south on that occasion the
Federal elections were too close to permit
them to sceure enrolment.

Hon. G, Taylor: Do not quibble.
up to it

Hon. S. W. Munsie:
anything you can say.

The CHAIRMAN:
to keep order.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T apolo-
gise to the member for Guildford and the
member for Leederville. I thought we were
disenssing our own rolls. Scme of the
men go to Wyndham for only one season.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: Mostly the same
men go up every season.

Mr. Panton: ZTighty per cent. of them
£O Up every year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then 20
per eent. remain in the south. Everyone
should be correctly on the roll, and the law
says how people should get on the roll. If
members are not satisfied with the position,
they should alter it. Tf we pass the clause
into law it will be obeyed. If the depart-
ment is so anxiouns to strike names off the
roll why is it that the Stafe roll has more
names on it than has the Federal roll. No
one takes a delight in striking names off the
Toll.

I am not do-

Stand
I can stand up to

I must ask members

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Lots of people take
a delight in lodging objections.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know of anyone who has done so. 1 hope
the Electoral Department will do their duty
fearlessly and thorongkly; indeed, I know
they will.,

Hon. W. D, Johnson: But they should
not take directions from objectors.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: An ob-
jector has to put up a fee when he lodges
an objection, I know that names sometimes
remain on the roll when they should not be
there. T hope no one in this Chamber wants
to put names on irregularly, or keep names
on when they should be off. Sobelause 7
provides—

The validity of any enrolment shall not in
any case be questioned on the ground that the
person enrolled has not in faet lived in the

district or subdivision for a period of one
month,

Does not that subelause meet the case
brought forward by the member for Mur.
chison ¢

Mr, Marshall: No. I was speaking about
people who are continually travelling,

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: DBut
surely men must belong to some centre. If
they do not, we canuot get over the diffi-
culty. "When the Premier went to England
tor six months, his name was not struck off
the roll. The Electoral Department do what
is reasonable, and refrain from striking off
the roll people who are only temporanly
absent. The Alinister should explain exactly
what Subelanse 7 means,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
subelause means that the validity of an en-
rolment is not to be questioned in the case
of an elector who is absent on a visit for,
say, two or three months. Similarly, if a
man leaves this State to represent Western
Aunstralia in the Federal Parliament, his en-
relment is not to be questioned. Absence
from the place of residence for one month
is not of itself sufficient to invalidate enrol-
ment; there must be nther reasons.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We hear many argu-
ments in favour of isolated cases, but if we
were honest to ourselves on occasions like
this we might make more progress. There
are in this State men who have no desire to
he on the roll, so that the tax-gatherer may
not cateh them. I know that personally.
They have sufficient income to bring them
within the reach of the income tax, and
therefore do not want voles. They have no
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addresses because they do not want ad-
dresses. As regards the employees of the
Wyndham Meat Works, we koow tihat the
works close up at the latest in November.
he last two ur three general elections have
eome on in March, and a supplementary roll
is compiled just before the elections. I have
had names placed on my roll in February
for an election to be held in March, Men
returning from Wynham to Perth in Novem-
ber should be able to get on the roll in time
tor an election in March. Otherwise, they
should make arrangements with the Elec-
toral Department.

MHon. W, D. Johnson: But if a man is in
Wyndham for seven months in the year——

Hon. G, TAYLOR: That does not apply
lo any of the Wyndham Meat Works em-
ployees.

Hon. W. D. Jobhnson: Yes.
there from April to November,

Hon. G. TAYLOR: We have had com-
plaiats from thie member for the distriet that
local men cannof’ get employment at the
Wyndbam Meat Works. These employees
go up from here in April and come back in
September or October.

Mr. Chesson: Or November.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: When they come
down here, they get employment in October,
or November on the sewerage works and
other public works, Dozens of them do
that.

Mr.
about?

Hon. G. TAYLOK: Such men are not en-
titled to vote in the Kimberley electorate at
all. They get a first-class passage to Wynd-
ham, and balf-wages while on the water.

Mr. Panton: I thought you did not know
what you were talking about. These men,
sleep where the bullocks sleep coming down.

Mr. Teesdale: The men have first-class
siretchers.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Compare the case of
those men with that of a man seeking em-
ployment in my electorate. He has to travel
700 or 800 miles and cart his labour to the
door. He has {o carry his swag on his baek.
Compared with that, what is the hardship
of a passage on the “Kangaroo” with half-
wages on the voyage up and half-wages on
the voyage back?

Mr. Teesdnle: And care less.

Mr. PANTON: The member for Mt.
Margaret, every time be spesks, casts three

They are

i

Panton: What are you growling
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times as many inouendoes as any other
member of the Chamber. The Wyndham
employees do not go wp first class, They go
up in the same place as the bullocks come
down in.

The CHAIRMAN: This discussion rela-
tive to conditions of employment at the
Wyndham Meat Works must stop.

Mr. PANTOX: I hope, Mr. Chairman,
you will allow a little more discussion after
all the innuendoes that have been cast.
Members opposite have made all kinds of
allegations, and now do not want to be
answered. As regards the Wyndham em.
ployees returning in Septewnber, they came
back early this year for the scle reason that
the Lig cattle owners thought there was a
chance of making a pot out of the metro-
politan meat market. For that reason they
engaged the “Moira” for four or five trips,
and the Wyndham Meat Works in conse-
guence did not get the usnal number of
cattle.

Hoen. G. Taylor: That is not an innu-
endo; it is a straight-out charge.

Mr. PANTON: It has been published in
the Press. Certain firms, whom I do not
blame, judged that the metropolitan market
was going to be a lean market, and there-
fore chartered the “Moira” to bring their
cattle down here.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
must not refer to the cattle trade. Refer-
ences to the shortness or length of the
Wyndham season are quite in order, but all
the ramifications of the meat trade cannot
be discussed on this clause.

Mr. RICHARDSON: What will be the
position of eleetors in the metropelitan area
if we delete Subelanse 3% We have an ever-
changing population in those eleetorates and
there is a change-over of quite 50 per cent.
of the electors on the roll between one elee-
tion and another. If there were no pro-
vision in the legislation making it compul-
sory for people to enrol in the districts
where they live, the electoral office would
be faced with a chaotic state of affairs. If
we delete the subelaunse, an elector can move
from one electorate to another and there will
be no necessity for him to change his enrol-
ment,

The Minister for Justice: That will not
happen: the subelause will not be deleted.

Mr. RICHARDSON: Without the sub-
clause the Act will contain nothing to permit
the electoral office to compel an elector to
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notify his change of address and there will
be ehaos on election day.

Mr. TEESDALE: I wish to correct one
remark made by the member for Menzies.
I did not say that employees for the meat
works went North on first elass passages.
That statement was made by the member for
Mt. Margaret.

The CHATRMAN: Order! I stopped the
discussion on the meat trade. I allowed
members to refer to the shert season at the
meat works this year, as against a long
geason, but I will not allow any disecussion
an the question of accommodation for men
on the boats.

Mr. Panton: At any rate, I did not make
that statement.

Mr. TEESDALE: Will you permit me
to refer——

The CHAIRMAN: No, you must keep
to the clause.

Mr. TEESDALE: We were dealing with
the treatment of men on the “Bambra”

The CHATRMAN: I stopped that diseus-
sion and I will not allow you to proceed.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 19—Compulsory enrolment:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 take
exception to Subclause 4, which provides
that “ a boundary rider, commercial trav-
aller, farm hand, kangaroo hunter, prospec-
tor, relieving officer, seaman, shearer, station
bookkeeper, station hand, teamster, wool
¢lasser, surveyor, survey hand, or chainman,
shall not, by reason only that each has changed
his place of living from one address in the
electoral district or subdivision to amother
address therein,” shall be required to notify
the department of his new address.

The Minister for Justice: That applies
only when the change is in one division.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Ii is im-
portant that no one shall be exempt from
the necessity for notifying change of ad-
dress, otherwise low can the Electoral
Department keep the rolls in order if
the oflicers do not know where to find the
electors? As it is, it will be necessary for
the elector to notify the Federal Electoral
Department of his change of address, so that,
from that standpeint, it will not matter if the
clanse is deleted. Apart from prospectors
and kangaroo hunters, there is no necessity
for any such provision, because adequate
protection is given under Subelause 7 of
Clause 18 to most, if not all, of the other
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electors mentioned. In any ecase, how ean
the Minister justify the inclusion of seamen,
because they do not change their address
from one part of an electorate to another,
but go aboard their ships and proceed to
olher parts. A commercial traveller, as well
as many of the others mentioned, must have
a domicile and the registration of their pro-
per addresses shonld be insisted upon. The
same applies to teamsters, although some
who may be earting for people in the North-
West may require proteclion, but that is
afforded by Subelanse 7.

The Minister for Justice: Those men carry
their tents with them and the tent is iheir
home.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: But a
teamster must start from somewhere, and
that place wounld be his home. The inclu-
sion of the subeclause will not make for pure
rolls. These people must have 2 domicile
somewhere. I do not wish anyone to be
disfranchised because he happens to be away
for a few months. The Minister, however,
should not make it easy for people to evade
their duty, particularly as the notification
will have te be made under the Federul
Act. 1 move an amendment-—

That Subeclause (4) be struck out.

Mr. TEESDALE: I call attention to one
or two extracrdinary exemptions amongst
this list. Take commercial travellers: Why
should the Minister be sympathetic towards
them? They are quite able to took after
themselves. They seldom go outback beyond
the coastal towns, and so are never out of
toueh with eivilisation and the post office.
Then take relieving officers: Generally they
are men who go about distributing eharity.

The Minister for Justice: Nothing of the
sort. They might be relieving officers of the
Railway Department, or the Post Office, or
the Telegraph Department.

Mr. TEESDALE: We bhave no railways
up Lhere, so the exemption would not apply
to the North.

The Minister for Justice: But the Bill
is not exclusively for the North-West.

Mr. TEESDALE: No, of conrse not. We
do not get up there much that is not shared
by the State as a whole. Then thers is to
be exemption for teamsters. Teamsters fo-
day get about quickly in powerful motor
cars, so the difficulty in regard to them is
searecly as pronounced now 2s it was in
the days of the donkey wago..
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Mr. SAMPSON: The enormous distances
of the North-West justify the deletion of
the subclanse. TUp North it is possible for
a man to be lost to his friends for years.
Therelore, men of nomadi¢ calling in the
North should be required to register their
changes of address.  With electorates of
such tremendous distances, the subclause
would open the door to all manner of abuses.
In the interests of pure rolls, it should be
struck out. 1 a man moving about in the
North failed to notify the electoral officer
of his change of address, he could no longer
receive the clectoral notices intended for him.
If there be any electors who should notify
chunges of address, surely it is those located
in sparsely settled districts. TUnder this pro-
viso not infrequently there would be retained
on ihe rells names of men who had left the
country altogether. Again, why should
there be exemption for swrvey hands and
chain men, who are perfectly capable of
notifying their changes of address? If this
provision remains in the Bill, we ean never
hope to get accurate rolls for the Northern
and North-Western electorates. I hope the
Minister will agree to its deletion.

Sitting asuspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SAMPSON : The retention on the roll
of names of people who no longer live in
the distriet, or whose addresses are unknown,
means that the percentage of votes recorded
will necessarily be lower. That conveys the
impression that the public do not use the
right they possess to get on the roll. We
ean never have a good percenfage if the
rolls are not ciean, or are encumbered with
the names of those who have left the district
or have perhaps pasged-away.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If the clause is
passed as printed I am afraid the Electoral
Department will not be striking out any of
the names of the casnal workers unless their
whereahouts in another electorate is known.
Tf the department does not know where those
people are it must assame that they are
somewhere else in the same electorate, and
will not remove the names.

The Minister for Lands: They should not
be struck off without some proof that they
have left.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: If the depart-
ment knows where they are it is a simple
matter to have the addresses altered. Tt
would be quite easy to have an inflated roll
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if names were left upon 1t that should not
be there. If the clause is going to be passed
1 do not see why it shonld not be extended
to all classes of the community. In the
nietropolitan area people who can only rent
houses for a little while are constantly mov-
ing. On the other hand, if the clause were
struck out everyone would be placed on the
same fooling. .

My. COVERLEY: I am surprised at the
objection that has been raised to this clause.
1t mercly gives people living outback the
right to ebange their addresses from one
j-art of a district to another. ¥rom Derby
to Fitzroy Crossing there is a monthly mail
for half the year, and a fortnightly mail
for the rest of Lhe year. This means 18
mails in the year. TFrom Fitzroy Crossing
to Hall's Creek the service is manthly. Most
of the persons mentioned in this clause fol-
low accupations that take them far away
from the mail servicee I know of half a
dozen blade shearers who may be in West
Kimberley for three or four months and for
the rest of the year may be engaged in pros-
pecting near Hall's Creek. Jf such a man
were obliged to notify his change of address
it would take him six months to do it, and
by that time he may have gone baek to his
old address. A drover may have to go to
Wyndham with one Iot of cattle and to the
Northern Territory with another, He is
continually on the move. The same thing
applies to kangaroo hunters, who are¢ often
20 wiles from the mail route. While these
men are travelling about they eannot pos-
sibly notify their addresses.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The hon.
member has put up a case for a few people,
but not for the clanse. )

The Minister for Jusiice: Members from
other districts eonld pul up cases.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELIL: They
have not done so yet. Does the Minister

“mean to stand by every word of the clause?

If not, I might withdraw my amendment
and join with other members, who desire
the retention of parts of the clause, in strik-
ing out its most objectionable features. If
a man called himself a shearer and lived in
Perth

Mr. Coverley: This clanse would not pro-
tect him then,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It
wonld;: and, similarly, 2 man ealling him-
self a surveyor or a surveyor's assistant and
living in Perth would bhe protected. Cob-
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sideration might be given to the kangaroo
hunter and the prospector, but not to any
other person in the list. All the others eould
conveniently notify a change of address.
The Minister wants this clause to apply to
the seattered North, where mails are infre-
quent; but it actwally applies to the whole
State.

The Minister for Justice: I do not want
to make a law for one part of the State.

. Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The

Minister would never propose this clause
for the benefit of metropolitan residents, or
farmers, or timber workers. Is the Minister
prepared to limit the operation of the claunse
to those parts of the State where considera-
tion is necessary?

The Minister for Justice: I said this por-
tion of the Bill was non-party.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Really
the clause will not help anyone very much,
because the people intended to benefit from
it are not struck off the rolls now. How-
ever, who i3 going to say that the people
enrolled for Kimberley are not in the North-
ern Territory? I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

The MINISTER ¥OR JUSTICE: This
clanse is intended to apply in seatiered
communities with an infrequent mail
service. It is for the benefit of people
who are ndmadie by reason of their occu-
pations. However, the proposal is not
cast-iron, and I am prepared to aceept
reasonahle amendments.

Hon. G. TAYLOR:
ment—

That in Subclause (4), line three, '‘boun-
day rider’’ be struck out.

I move an amend-

The boundary rider does not need the privil-
ege, because he is permanently on the sta-
tion. I do not know whether in the North-
West men are employed as boundary riders
for all time, or only spasmodieally.

Mr. Coverley: They are boundary riders
all the time.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: That is all the more
reason why my amendment should be car-
ried. If a boundary rider leaves the station,
he must go to another station to get work
as g boundary rider. After being on the
other station for a certain time, he could fill
in another elaim card. Such conditions would
tend to keep the rolls eclean. Some of the
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exemptions proposed by the subclause are
justified, aceording to my experience of the
back country. I may point out that a boun-
dary rider would not need to €ill in another
claim card because of a change of location
on a large station.

Mr. COVERLEY: I hope the amendment
will be rejected. I have already tiried to
explain the difficulties involved in the mail
service.  Under existing postal conditions,
a man in the North-West is liable to be off
the roll for six months out of the 12 while
registering a change of address,

Mr. MacCallum Smith: What about the
manager of the station?

Mr. COVERLEY: The manager never
leaves the station, This amendment would
inflict great hardship on boundary riders.

My, LAMOND: I oppose the amendment.
A boundary rider is often 60 or 70 miles
away from the head station. T know of
cases where a boundary rider gets only two
or three mails in a year.

Mr, Thomson: If he remained on the
station he would be all right.

Mr. LAMOND: He might leave for an-
otber station where there was no mail ser-
viee at all, The member for Roebourne
gave members the impression that because
of the aerial mail service the North-West
was well catered for. Our worst serviee is
along that part over which the aeroplanes
fiy. I refer to the 90-Mile Beach. Some of
the stations, such as De Grey, Eftrick and
Shaw River, have no mail service. Mails are
colleeted only when it pleases the station
owner to send for them. The station owners
are appointed returning officers, only when
elections are being held, In the Roebourne
electorate there are boundary riders living
60 miles away from the station.

Mr. Teesdale: That is not so.

Mr. LAMOND: 1What about Roekleigh?

Mr. Teesdale: Someone rides over from
there.

Mr. LAMOND: I have worked there and
know that they do not get a mail for six
weeks at a time.

Mr. Teesdale:
tortnight.

Mr. LAMOND: That is & wrong state-
ment, and the hon. member knows it

Mr. Teesdale: On a point of order, T
may have made a mistake, zlthongh I flatly
deny having done so, but the hon. member
kes no right to say that I told a deliberate
notruth.

Someone rides over every
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The CHAIRMAN: The member for Pil-
bara must withdraw the statement.

Mr. LAMOND: I withdraw. Unforiu-
nately, we bave to withdraw facts very
often. I hope the Commitiee will not agree
to the amendment.

Mr. BROWN: If there is one man in the
North-West who, judging by the dehate, is
in a pertmanent position, it is the boundary
rider,

Member: The boss does not see him often
enough to give him the sack.

Mr. BROWN: There is nothing to pre-
vent boundary riders being enrolled.

Mr. THOMSON: If we accept the state-
ments of members representing northern
ecnstifuencies, there is no need to worry
about boundary riders, pariicularly if, as
some member interjected, the boss does not
see them often enough to give them the sack.
No reason has been advanced why boundary
riders should be singled out for preference.
If the mail services are so infrequent, as
suggested, one might imagine that elections
Pass without the people in the North know-
ing about them. I do not think they are so
illiterate that they cannot attend to their
electoral requirements.

Mr. Teesdale: They all get the “Worker.”

Hon. 5. W. Munsie: They don’t get mails,
but they can get the “Worker"

Mr. THOMSON: This provision is dan-
gerous and I hope the Commiitee will agree
tc the amendment.

Mr, TEESDALE: Since my remarks on
the second reading debate, I have refreshed
my memory regarding mail services in the
North and I have the assurance of the
Deputy Postmaster General that there is a
fortnightly mail along the coast, and that
the mailmen from inland mcet the boats.
The only exception is in the Kimberleys,
where there is a 60-day mail service only.
The mail goes from Turkey Creek down to
Wyndham regularly, and the linesmen often
teke the mails from Hall's Creek to Turkey
Creek. I do not wish to misrepresent the
member for Pilbara, but I take exception to
his statement that there are boundary riders
in the Roehourne electorate who reside more
than 60 miles from the station. T know of
two and they go to a station within 60 miles
of Rockleigh, and every time the mail reaches
Hamerslexv's, a boy rides over for the mail.

Mr. Lamond: What about Mulga Downs¥

Mr. TEESDALE: The aerinl mail service
has provided wonderful facilities and we
are now in a better position in the North
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than we have been for 40 years past. If
any member has a longer experience of the
North than that, I shall be pleased to know
of it. In my enthuniasm I do not wish my
personal feelings to cause me to make mis-
takes, but I object to the suggestion that I
told a deliberate lie,

The CHATRMAN: Order! That state-
ment was withdrawn and I cannot allow the
hon. member to refer to it again.

Mr. TEESDALE: 1 am sorry 1 referred
to it. 1 wish to make it clear that 1 did not
deliberately mislead the Committee.

Amendment put and a division {aken with
the folllowing resnlt;—

Ayes 14
Noes 17
Majority against 3
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Sampson
Mr. Brown Mr., J. H. Bmith
Mr. George Mr. J. M, 8mlth
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr, Taylor
Mr. Mann Mr, Teesdals
Sir James Mitchell Mr. Thomson
Mr. North Mr, Richardson
(Teller.)
No=s,
Mr. Chessnn Mr. Lamond
Mr. Coltler Mr. Marshall
Mr. Coverley Mr. Munsie
‘Mr., Cunningham Mr. Bleeman
Mr. Heron Mr. A. Weansbrough
Mlss Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr. Hughes Mr. Withers
Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr, Wilagn
Mr. Lambert (Teller.}
PAIRA
AYES, Noga,
Mr. Davy Mr. McCallum
Mr. Denton Mr. Corboy
Mr. Barnard Mr. Panton
Mr., Latham Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Stubbs Mr. Troy
Mr. ¢, P. Wansbrough Mr. Millington

" Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 move
an amendment—

That in lines three and four the words
"fcommercial travelier, farm hand’’ be struck
out.

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I move
an amendment—

That in lines four and five the words *‘re-
lieving officer’’ he strock ont.
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Later on I will move an amendment limit-
ing the clause o areas outside the South-
West division. That will make it apply to
station properties only.

Amendment put and passed.

Myr. THOMSON:
ment—

I move an amend-

That in line five the word ‘‘seaman’’ be
struck out.
Why should seamen be included in the ex-
empted list? The average scaman has his
domicile at the port where he resides. I
can searcely imagine any seaman living
away out in the backblocks.

The Premier: Are there not any seamen
navigating the waters of Turkey Creek?

Mr. THOMSON: There may be; I do
not know.

Amendment put and a division faken with
the following result:—

Ayes ‘e . .. 14
Noes . . .. 16

Majority against .. 2

AYES,
Mr. Angelo «  Mr, Spwmpsen
Mr. Brown Mr. J. M. Bmith
Mr. Geotge * Me. J. H. 8mith
Me. B. B. Johaston Mr. Taylor
Mr. Maon Mr, Teesdals
Blr Jamées Mitchell Mr. Thomson
Mr. North . Mr, Rlchardason
' (Teller.)
Nosa.
Mr, Chesson ' Mr. Lamond
Mr. Colller Mr. Marshall
Mr. Coverley Mr. Munsle
Mr. Cupnpingham Mr. Sleeman
Mr, Heron Mr. A, Wansbrough
Mlsg Holman Mr. Willcock
My, Hughes Mr. Withers
Mr. W. D. Johkneon Mr, Wilson
{Teller.)
Pains.
AYES. Noes.
Mr. Barnard Mr. Panton
Mr. Davy Mr. MeCallum
Mr. Deoton Mr. Corboy
Mr. Latham Mr. Kennedy
Mr, Stubbs Mr. Troy
Mr. C. P. Wansbrough Mr. Millingten

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I hope
the Minister will agree to restrict the sub-
clause to the pastoral lands of the State.
That will alter the whaole position.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr,
menf{—

THOMSON: I move an amend-

That in line five the word ‘‘shearer’’ be

struck out.
Conditions under which shearing is done fo-
day are totally different from those of the
past. Most of the shearing in the North is
done under contract, and the shearers are
provided with motor trucks and transported
from station te station without loss of time.
Under the subelanse it wounld be very diffi-
cult for the electoral officers to keep track
of the shearers. The prineiple is altogether
wrong and might easily lead to abuse.

Mr. ANGELO: In relation to the sub-
clanse the shearers are on all-fours with
eommercial travellers and scamen, for most
of the shearers working up North have their
homes in the metropolitan area or in the
South-West.  Nearly all of them are en-
gaged for shearing through the bureau in
PPerth. Their homes are down here, and this
is where they ought to be rvegistered. Of
course there are exceptions, such as the un-
married shearers, and I would have no ob-
jeation to their registering wherever they
desire. Moreover, a large number of the
shearers engaged in the North come from the
Eastern States, Many of them have heen
registered in the northern electorates,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: They have to
be here six months before they are eligible.

Mr. ANGELO : Nevertheless some of
Lheir names have appeared on the rolls. The
local shearers, of course, are enrolled in the
distriets in whieh they live. Too much is
made of lhe alleged difficulty in notifying
changes of address. On every station in
my electorate there is an ample supply of
claim eards. '

The Minister for Justice:
they get a mailf

Mr, ANGELQ: At least once a fortnight.
If the Electoral Department were asked to
sce to it that every station in the North-West
is kept well supplied with claim cards, and
if the workers’ representatives at each sta-
tion see to it that the men’s names are kept
on the rolls, T cannot conceive of hardship
resulting from insisting upon changes of
address being notified.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am opposed to the
amendment. The subelause has nothing to
do with individuals moving abount in one dis-
triet, or from district to distriet, but applies
merely to persons who may reside at, say,
Meekatharra, and take on contracts as

How often do
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shearers. The subelanse merely provides
that such persons shall remain on the roll
for Meekatharra while away shearing.

Mr. MANN: Apparently very few
shearers would be affected by this amend-
ment. T had expeeted the member for Kim-
herley and the member for Murchison to
show that hundreds would be involved. Most
of the shearing is done through econtracting
ecompanies, The largest of these is Doyle's.
All his shearers sign on in Perth, and 95
per cent. of them live in the southern dis-
triets. The next biggest employer is Young,
whose men also sign on in Perth. Then
there are Day and MeQionity, who are the
other two contractors. All these shearers
are back in their homes in the metropolitan
distriet or in the south by December. Some
of these men went away in the early part
of March; others left in April, and others
as late as June for the South-West shear-
ing. If one of these men put himself on
the roll for a partienlar electorate, say in
the North, who would then have to inform
the department that he had left for, say,
the Gasecoyne? I do not believe 5 per cent.
of the shearers stay in one electorate all
the vear. ;

The Minister for Justice: That i= what
T said.

Mr. MANN: Then where is the necessitv
for the amendment?

The Minister for Justice: No ome said
that hundreds would be affected.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Why deprive the
few of the benefits of the clanse?

Mr. MANN: We have heard of only ahont
a dozen blade shearers in the North.

Mr. Marshall: Of conrse they have no
right to a vote!

Mr. MANN: They ought to be snfficiently
oxperienced fo know how to keep on the
roll when they want their names there. If
a ghearer, who is domiciled at Meekatharra,
left for a few wecks with the intention of
returning, he would not have to notify anv
rhange of address.

Mr. LAMOND: In place of the word
“shearer” T should like to see inserted the
words “easnal pastoral werker.” This Bill
will affeet shed hands, who are as nnmerous
as chearers, as well as wool pressers. Tn
the Pilbara cleetorate n shearer wonld have
to chanze his address at least six times.

Mr. Angelo: Where is his permanent
home?

{34)
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Mr. LAMOND: He has none, if he is a
single man. From 300 to 500 men would be
affected under this clause.

Mr. Mann: Bnt the shed hands go unp
frdm the eity.

Mr, LAMOND: They would have fo
change their addresses just the same, The
wember for Katanning said there was an
oblization on the shearing eontractor to re-
turn the shearer to the metropolitan area.
That is not so. The shearer pays his own
Tare wherever he goes.

Mr. COVERLEY: The member for Perth
in his argument made a feature of my re-
mark that T knew of six shearers who were
affected. He snggested that the clause was
intended for the benefit of those six shearers.
I was merely pointing out that I knew of
six blade shearers who also followed the
occupation of miners or prospectors, and
who had great difficulty in keeping their
names ¢on the roll.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Not much harm will
be done if the shearer is left in, because
only the electorate in which the shearer first
registers will be affected. However, very
conflicting statements have been made by
members representing shearing electorates.
Some of them said they knew of two or
three shearers who were affected by this
clanse, but the member for Pilhara said he
knew of between 300 and 500 shearers in the
Pilhara electorate who were affected. The
Pilbara roll enntains only some 800 names.

Mr. Lamend: T said there were between
300 and 500 shearers affected altogether in
the State

Hon. G. TAYLOR: T do not saggest for
a moment that the member for Pilhara
wigshed to mislead the Chamber, bat his en-
thusiagm for his constitnents led him too
far. However, shearerz do move ahout a hit.

Mr. LAMOND: The member for Mt. Mar-
garet has misrepresented me. I did not sav
there were bhetween 300 and 500 men in
Pilhara whom this clanse wonld affect. T
said it wonld affeet from 300 to 500 shearers
altozether. meaning thronghont the State.

Mr. NORTH: The arcoment might be
shortened if the Minister were prepared to
accept in the defining clanse 2 definition of

“regidence” The whale arenment seems to
tern on that word.
The Premier: The matter of residence

does not apply to the shearer, because ke
has no regidence.
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Mr. NORTH: If the interpretation clause
provided that the word “residence” meant
the first address given by the elector, that
would meet the difficulty.

Mr. THOMSON: If, as suggested, a
shearer must notify & change of address to
the Electoral Depariment every time he
moves from one station te another, the law
should bhe amended. The suggestion of the
member for Claremont is thoronghly reason-
tble. 1f a man is domiciled in, say, Katan-
ning and goes to Kojonup for three weeks,
then, aeeording to the construction of the
law, he must notify the Klectoral Depart-
ment that he has changed his address.

Mr. North: Because the word “residence”
is not defined.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes. Due consideration
has not been given to this measure, and we
are rnshing it through.

The CHATRMAN: Order! The hon. mem-
ber must deal with the clause.

Mr. THOMSON: The whole difficulty
tould be overcome by a definition of “resi-
dence,” as suggested by the member for
Claremont.

The CHAIRMAN: That suggestion has
been made, and I do not think the hon,
member is in order in referring to if.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not see why shear-
ers or any other section should have the
special privilege of exemption from the re-
quirement to notify the Electoral Depart-
ment of changes of address. Many settiers
go North shearing to get a cheque, and then
spend the money in the development of their
lend.

Mr, Chesson: They will not be affected.

Mr. THOMBON: Yes, they will. The ex-
emption, if granted, should be broad enough
to cover all sections meriting it.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes - L1
Noes . .. . .. 19
Majority against .. 8
Aysa,

Mr. Angslo Mr. North

Mr. Brown Mr. Sampson

Mr, George Mr. J. M. Smith

Mr. B. B. Johpston Mr. Thomson

Mr, Mson Mr, Richardson

Sir Jamesn Mitchell (Peller.)
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Noza.

Mr, Chesssn Mr. Marshall

Mr. Collier Mr. Munsie

Mr, Cnverley Mr, Sleeman

Mr, Cunningham Mr. J. H. Bmith

Mr. Heron Mr. Teesdale

Miss Holman Mr. A. Wonsbrough

Mye. Hughes Mr. Willeock

Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. Withere

Mr. Lambart Mr. Wilson

Mr, Lamond (Peller.)
Pars,

AYEa. Nogs,

Mr. Barnard Mr, Paaton

Mr, Davy Mr. HMcCallum

Mr. Denton Mr. Corboy

Mr. Latham Me. Kednedy

Mr. Stubba Mr. Troy

Mr. C. P. Wangbrough Mr. Millington

Amendment thus negatived,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I move
an amendmenti—

That in lines five and six the words
‘“station bookkeeper, station hand, teamster’’
be struck out,’

Amendment put and passed.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T move

an amendmenf{—

That in lines six and seven the words '‘wool
elagser, surveyor, survey hand or chainman’’
be struck out.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I do not agree with
the amendinent,  Surveyors and their assist-
anis have no fixed place of abode angd if
they are struek out of the subelaunse, an in-
justice will he done to the men-in the bush.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 13
Noes 16
Majority against 3
AYES.
Mr. Angelo Mr. North
Mr. Brown Mr, Sampson
Mr. Collier M1, Taylor
Mr. Geatge Mr, Toeezdals
Mr, E, B, Johnston Mr. Thomeon
Mr. Manon Mr. Richardson
Sir James Mitche)l (Teller)
Nozs.
Mr, Chessov Mr, Marahall
Mr. Coverley Mr. Munsie

Mr. Cunningham Mr. J. H. Smith

Mr. Heron Mr. A. Wansbrough
Miss Holman Mr. Willcock

Mr. Hughes Mr. Withers

Mr. W, D. Johnson Mr, Wilagn

Mr. Lambert (Teller.)
Mr. Lamond
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AYES, Noes.
Mr. Barpard Mr. Panton
Mr. Davy Mr. McCallum
Mr. Denton Mr. Carboy
Mr. Latham Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Stubbs Mr. Trey
Mr. C. P. Wapsbrough Mr. Milllpgton

Amendwment thus negatived.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I move
au amendment—

That the following proviso be added to
Subclause (4):—‘‘Provided that this sub-
section shail apply to that portion of the State
situated outside the South-West division,*’
That will make the subelavse apply only
to pasforal lands.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Does the proviso
apply o the whule clause or only Suhelause
42

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: To Sub-
clause 4 only,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSUX: Where will the
member Lor Nelson be if the amendment be
carried? It will nullify his vote on the last
amendment. It will mean that the surveyors
and chainmen will not be exempted, because
they are practieally all in the South-West.
There ure very few survevors working in the
North.

Mr. Teesdale: T wish there were more,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Com-
mittee have decided thal where postal faeili-
lies are Tew, and distancees may create difli-
cultics, vertain people will be afforded relief,
but that elsewhere, where (he conditions are
allogether dissimilar, the exemplivns shall
not apply.

Hon, W. 1 Joboson: What about seme
parts of the South-West that arve quite iso-
Iated?

Hon, Sir JAMES MUTCHELL: There is
no difficully in thase parts sinec the people
ara on the roll. 1 a swrvevor lives in Perth
he will be registercd theve, althongle his work
may be in the South-West.

Mr. HUGHES: In view of the fact that
we are to have a joinl eleetaral rolly do the
decisions of the Commitlee on this sub-
clanse mean that under the Commonwealth
electoral law people will be struek off the
rolls if they change their addresses
without notifying the depariment, where-
as  the amendment  will  prevent  their
being «teuek  off  (he  Siate  volls. The
ohject of the Bill is that we shall have
the one uniform jeint roll. But the Com-
monwealth law provides that the electoral
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49
officer can delete s certain name from the
roll, while the State law will lay it dowr
that he cannot delete the pame. What wil
be the position?3

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There will bt
confusion, of course.

Mr. HUGHES: The very basis of a joini
roll is uniform enrolment. The only thing
that would make me consider giving the
half-caste a vote would be the keeping of
the roll uniform. Nothing will be gained
if the amendment be agreed to, for the Fed-
eral officer will strike off the names under
Lis Federal authority. T hesitate to vote for
anything that will destroy uniformity in
the joint roll.

Mr. THOMSON: The argument put up
by the hon. member is like a great many
nthers that he inflicls upon us. As a matter
ol fact, under the Commonwealth Act there
ure no exemptions,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is what he
said.

Mr. HUGHES: This man often shows us
what a fool he is.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. Thuinson: T want that remark with-
drawn.

Mr. HUGHES: I withdraw.

Amendment. put and passed; the clnuse,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 20 to 41—agreed 1o.

Cluuse  42-—Amendment of Seetions 17
and 18:

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This pro-
pusul to substitute three months for six

anonths means that a man who comes here

[rom another State can be entolled when he
has been six months in Australia. To-day
o wmust have lived in this State for six
meonths before applving for envohnent. Un-
der the clan=¢ 1 man who has heen three
months in another State can, at the expira-
tion of three months in this Stute, apply to
he enrolled. Tt will mean that people who
come over here to do temporary work will
be eligible for enrolment after being here
for three months, though they have no in-
terest in the counfry and do not intend fo
stay in it. T do not think that desirable.

The Premier: The old, conservative West
Australian. who used to call us “tother-
siders.”

Hon. Sir TAMES MITCHELL: T do not
know why a person who has heep here only
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three raonths shonld be eligible for eunrol-
ment.

The Premier: This will induce a number
of people to come over here and get en-
rolled.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 do not
know why we should give them full citizen
rights after three months.

The Premier: Tell ns why we should not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: All the
years I have been in Parliament with the
Premier we have agrecd, and the House has
agreed, that six months is the right time.
Now a change has come over the Premier.

The Premier: That is what you old, con-
servative West  Australians  dislike—a
change.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The PPve-
mier 18 no longer a Vietorian. He is now
an old West Australian.

The Premier: I wm in favour of change.

Hon. Sir JABMES MITCHELL: Well,
come over here. .

The Premier: No, I was long enough over
there.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I move
an amendment—

That the paragraph reading *‘thc words
‘three months’ are substituted for ‘six months’
in t1:0zu'agraph (b) of Subscetion {1)’’ he struek
out.

Mr. HUGHES: Under the State law it
iakes longer for a man to get on the roll
than it does under tihe Federal Jaw. Ior a
time, therefore, a man nmay he eligible to
Lie on one roll but not on the other. \When
Joini claim cards are used a man may make
all kinds of excuses for not being enrolled.
Once a person bns resided for a month in
Western Auslralin be should be entitled to
et on the vddl. Under the system proposed
there is u danger of the eleetoral officers
being oblized to resort tu asterisks or indi-
vators tv show how a voler stands with re-
gard to his State or Federal ohligations. Tt
would he hetler to strike out the word
“three” and insert “one,” with the object
of bringing our law inte conformity with
the Federal law. Later I shall move in that
direction.

[3r. Lambert took the Chair.]
Mr. . B. JOHNSTON: There is not as

much ohjertion to the clanse as might he
suggested by the reraarks of the Leader of

{ABSEMBLY.]

the Opposition. 1 am glad to say that many
farmers from the Eastern States are pur-
chasing properties in this State, and set-
tling on the land here. These are all Aus-
tralians, and we ought 1o take the Austira-
lian view of this matter and permit these
people to be enrolled when they have been
here threc monibs. People who come here
do not make the jowrney in order to get a
vote, but to work and stay here.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The only danger 1
can see is that of an influx of people comn-
ing lere fur a few wonths, being enrolled,
and then leaving the State again.

Mr. HUGHES: During my lerm in the
T'erth Tilectoral Oflice, by means of aster-
isks and other indieators an effort was mule
Lo show on a eopy roll those persons whae
were liable for enrolment but were not hable
for prosecution.  Yndless confusion arose,

and Lhe svstem had Lo be abandoned.  Dur-
ing the three years 15000 persons  were

prosecuted. 11" we are going to set up an-
other system of wdicators the somie surt of
vhaos will ensue.

Me, THOMSON: | sapport the wnend-
ment of the Leader ol the Opposition. Many
people in the Eastern Stales have very little
sympathy for Western .Auwstralia, se that
the argument aboul good Aunstrplians does
not altogether appeal to we. 1T pevple who
cowme from Great Britain are obliged to re-
side here for a ecrtain time helore getting a
vate, Lhe same prineiple should apply to other
peeple. We should have some idea that men
will reside | evinanently in the Stale hefore
we extend the franchise to them. We are
wideniny our franchise altogether too much
for the sake of vlfecting a small saving, |
support the six-months periad,

The CITATRMAN:  Porhaps ihe Leader
of the Opposilion will Llemporarily  with-
draw his amendment. lo alow the member
for last Perth to mnove his =uggested amend-
ment.

Hon., Sy JAMES MITCHELL: Hf T
withdraw wmy amendment, the niember for
East Perth ean move to make tlte period one
month instead of three, and if that is earried
the position will be worse than what the Bill
ProOposes.

Mr. Hughes: If the Opposition T.eader’s
amendment is defeated, can T then move my
amendment?

Hon. G. Taylor: No, becauce the nuestion
will be that the words proposed to be struck
out shall stand.
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: If “three” is
struck out, it will be a matter for the Com-
mittee to decide whether “one” or “six" shall
be inserted. On the other hand, if the Com-
mittee retain the word “three,”” that will set-
tle the amendments of both the Opposition
Leader and the member for East Perth,

My, HUGHES: 1 move an smendment
ont the amendment-—

That the words ‘‘ ‘three months’ are sub-

slituted for ‘six months’ in paragraph (b) of
Hubscection (1)7’ be struck out.
It my amendment on the Opposition
Leader's amendment is carried, the effect
will be to leave only “The words™ standing
in the paragreaph of the clause.

The CHAIRMAN:  The question is that
tbe words proposed to be struck out stand
part of the clause.

Amendmeht on amendment pul and a
division taken with the following resuli:—

Ayes .. - .. b
Noes . .. 24
Majority against .. 10
AVES.
My, Hugbes Mr. Wilhers
Mr. Sleeman Mr. Coverley
Mr. Wilson {Teller
Nore.
Mr. Angrlo Mr. Marshall
Mr. Angwin Sir James Mitcbell
Mr. Brown Mr. Munsie
Mr. Chesson Mr. North
Mr. Ciydesdale AMr, Sampson
Mr. Collier Mr. J. M. 8mith
Mr. Cupningham Mr. Taylor
Mr. Heron Mr. Teesdale
Misg Holmam Mr. Thomson
Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. A, Wan-brough
Mr. E. B. Jobnston Mr. Willcock
Mr. Mann ! Mr. Richardson
i (Tetier.y

Amendioent on amendnient negatived,

The CHAIRMAN: The Commiitee hav-
ing decided that the words of the paragraph
shall stand, the amendment of the Leader
uf the Opposition lapses,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T intend
tn move for the deletion of Subclause 2. 1
would like the Ainister lo explain exactly
what it means.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
words sought to be deleted appear in our
Act and are unneeessary. We want them
deleted so as to have uniformity in connee-
tion with the Federal Act. Paragraph (b)
of Section 18 of the principal Aet refers to
people wholly dependent upen the State.
Under that Act they are deprived af exercis-
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ing the franchise. In the Old Men's Home,
for instance, there are many inmates
why  receive  the  javalid  pension, or
old age pension, fruw the Pederal authon-
ties. They are not wholly dependeni upon
the State and therefore Lhev are allowed to
vote, There are a few, however, who
through sickness or mislortune, have lost
thetr money, bealth and evervihing in life
and they are wholly dependent upon the
State.  Those people are deprived of the
right to vote.

Hon. G. Taylor: There are some who are
il in hospitals and yel they are allowed to
vote and that narrows the number down still
further,

The CHLATRMAN:  The subelause really
contains three amendments Lo the et

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: [
moved any amendment.

Lon. G. TAYLOR:
ment—

That the wonds ““and the words ‘or a person

of the halt-blood? in paragraph (d) thereof’’
be struck out.

have not

I move an ameml-

1 do not think we should deprive lhose Lew
prople who are govered by the other amend-
ments contained in the subelauwse, of the
vight to vute. 1 duv not Lhink there are more
than 70 people concerned. My amendwment
will deal purely with the hall-bloods.

Hon, Bir JAMES MITCHELL: In
speaking on this particular part of the Bill
the other evening, |1 hurt the feelings of the
Minister. When referring to the political
aspeet, | said thal apparently hon. members
sitting opposile were more concerned with
self-preservation than with race preserva-
tion. [ confess that when I made the re-
mark, I thought the Bill was a caucus, and
net @ Govermment, measure. 1 know now
that [ misjudzed hon. members and 1 wilh-
draw the reflection that my words cast upon
them. 1 hope the Minister will be no longer
burt by what I said.

Mr., HUGHES: The deletion of this
again puts us af varianee with the Common-
wealth,

Hon., G. Taylor:
at variance with us.

Mr. HUGHES: The balf-blood is to have
his name on the ('omnmonwealth roll, but not
on the State roll. Tt means another asterisk
on the roll.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Hav-
ing said so much on the second reading, I
repeat that a number of these half-castes

The Commonwealth is
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are fully justified in asking to be put on the
voll. If the amendinent be carried, it will
mesn that Asiatics Lorn in Australis will
have a vote, while the person of half-blood,
though one of his parents be an Auvstralian,
will not have a vote.

Amendment put and passed; the elause,
as amcnded, agreed to.

Clause 43—agreed to.

Clause 44— Amendinent of Scetion 44 (a):

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We shall
bave o amend this in aceordance with the
amendments made Lo Clause 19,

The C(HAIRMAN: '"Those amendmenis
can he made consequentially.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1t is
not aciually conserjuential, although 1 take
it the carlier decision of the Committee will
stand,

Houn. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: 1 suggest
you get the clause re-drafted and then re-
commit it.

The MINISTER FOR JUNTICE:
could do that. 1 wove—

That the clause be postponed.

Motion passed; the clause postponed.

Clauses 45 to H3—agreed fo.

Clause 33—Amendmment of Seetion 8%:

Hon, Siv JAMES MITCHELL: 1L we
pass Uhis, no postal vote ean be tuken on
clection day. The Minisler said the system
was sometimes abused; but that could be
vorrecied by more carelul selection of pusial
vole officers. When a postal vote vllicer
does unything wrong he ought to be pun-
ished. We oughl not to disfranchise people
because on ihe day of election they happen
iv be Loo il to go to ihe poll.

The Minister Lor Justice: Lb is nol that;
they do wol want to be bolbered going lo
the poll.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yet we
hear so wmaeh aboul the aaxiety of people
Lo gel on the roll. 1L the postal vole system
be abused va the day of election, probably
it is abuscd on the day betore.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: In my experi-
enee it is always on the day of election that
people send along [rom hospitals and na-
ternity bomes asking to vote by post. There
is a lot of bona-flide voting by post done on
that day.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
the day before.

We

They could vote

[ABBEMBLY.] S

Hon, K. B. JOENSTON: Yes, but they
du not.

The Premier: They will when they know
that they cannot vote by post on election
day.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: The Federal
law encourages people to vote on the day of
election, not before; and it will be most con-
tusing to find that at a State election there
cun be no postal voting on election day.
Under the Federal law we have people from
Collie and the Kastern States voting at
Narrogin. They can vote at any booth in
Australia on election day.

The Premier: 1 think that has been
amended.

Mr. B. 8. JOHNSTON: While that ob-
tains under the Lederal law, the State law
is guing to prescribe that there shall be no
pustal voting on the day of election. 1 hope
ihe Minister will nol press this clanse.

The MINISTEKR FOR JUSTICE: As [
explained on the second reading, there have
heen a lot of abuses and nearly all have oc-
enrred on the day of election. On that day,
cuthusiagtic canvassers find out the people
whu have not voted and then send along the
hustal vote ufficer to take those votes.

Mr, Thomson: I have never heard of such
a thing.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:
vou have a Jut o learn,

Lon. Sir James Mitehell: We have just
as much experience as you have, You know
whal happened at Northampton last year.

The MINISTER ¥OR JUSTICE: Yes,
and L know thal semeone ought to have Leei
struck off the list of postal vote officers for
dving it. 1t is apparent {0 many that the
privilege ot postal voting has been abused.
People have alleged that they were too sick
ta #o (o the poll, but whilst they bave re-
coviled their voles  through a postal vole
ullicer they have been scen vut in the strect
lter in the day.

Mre. A, Wansbrough: Some have recorded
{heir postal voles in the morhing, and have
voted again in the afternoon .

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It is
time the law was altered to prevent these
abuses.

. Mr. MARSIHALL: Will it do away wilh
these alwses 36 we shift the right in the {ak-
ing of a postal vote tn the day hefore an
glection? We fix the day and the time when
votes shall be cast at the polling places, and
we may penalise many electors if we rob

Then



- 7 (17 SepTEMEER, 1925.]

them of one of the days on which they may
record postal votes. In effect, we may do
more harm than good. If the Minister ean
show thaf there is any great advantage about
the clause I will sapport it, but if nothing
more substantial is pat up in its favour
than we have heard T will vote against it.

Mr. SAMPSON: It 15 wenerally helieved
that polling day is the day on which postal
votes may be recorded.

The Minister for Lands: That is the reason
why the privilege has been abused.

Mr. SAMPSON: People who abuse (he
privileze on polling day will do so on other
days. This clause will deprive many worthy
electors of their privilege, and wiil consli-
tute an innovation that should not he passed
withont good reason. T should like to wee
all methods of veting made as uniform as
possible. In municipal and road hoard elee-
tions people may record postal votes on the
day of eleetion. On that day there is less
chance of the privilege being abused than
on any other day.

Hon. G. Taylor: You have not bhad your
eyes open.

Mr. SAMPSON: I ghall vote against the
clause.

Mr. THOMSON: The Minister should
waive this clanse and lef the matter stand as
it is, especinlly having regard fe compul-
sory voting, In many country towns there
are bospitals, and those in chmrge of the hos-
pitals will be subjected 1o much worry and
anxiely if the proposed zlieration is made.
Sick people. if this elanse is earried, will he
pestered tor postal vofes at least a week
prior to polling day.  Abuses will not be
prevented by abolishing postal votes given
on the day of eleetion. T appeal to ontback
members to oppose the elause.

The DPremier: The onthack man has no
hope of getting in a postal vote,

Mr. THOMSON: In gmall eountry centres
it is usual to hold a pienic un polling day in
order t0 ensure a good poll.

The Minister for Lands: 1f the candidate
takes any part in the pienic, he takes a risk,

Mr. THOMSON : I will not say he takes
part in the pienie. If a voter falls ill on
polling day, the postal vete oificer can, under
existing condilions, go ont lo the man’s resi-
denee and take the vote. I really have no
knowledye of the abuses allewed,

The PREMIER : Sorne members who have
no knowledge of abuses on election day are
expressing themselves with a considerable
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degree of mental reservation, or want of
frankness; that is, unless they represent ex-
tremely virtuous electors. Every member
of this Chamber, if he is perfeetly frank,
will admit that polling day is, above all
vihers, the day of abuses. Polling day is the
duy when postal vote ollicers seout around
collecting every possible vote from persons
who are not sick but are unwilling Lo wo
lv the polling booth, 1t is argued that il
the clause is passed this abuse will merely
be put back a day. That is not so. The
reason why so many abuses occur on
polling day is that grear difficulty is fre-
nuenily experienced in getting people to exer-
cise the franchise. The canvasser ealls on
voters and they say, “It’s all right, ]l be
there on polling day.” A postal vote is not
taken hecanse the canvasser relies upon that
promise. On polling day, through the check
kept by those who record votes it is diseov-
ered in the afternoon that dozens of snp-
porters on the list have not recorded their
votes. Then a canvasser immedintely gets n
motor car and a postal vote officer and goes
out to get postal votes from those who really
are not entitled to record them. I have seen
men walking down the street on polling day
whose postal votes had come in that day,
and every other member has seen the same
thing, In an clection 1 conlested, o | ostal
vole officer took postal votes from ove
than 40 women who were unwilling to leave
their homes, but who ought not to have heen
allowed to record postal votes, s [ was the
suceesstul candidate, 1 was not  going to
prosecute a nuher of people who had been
nrisled by canvassers. In the metropolitan
arca on polling day there ave probably thous-
ands of illegal and improper postal votes
enst.  1f s admitted that (his clanse will
m that o limited nmwnber of people will
lic elislranvhised, but (he numher will be prae-
tieally confined to those who are (aken il
on the day of the election.  People who are
in hespital can have their votes taken sev-
eral days hefore polling day. [t would he a
disadvantage to the hospitals themselves if
frantic canvassers were rushing about on
polling day trying to get votes from patients,
This is a part of the electoral law that has
ll to wreat abise, aml even thongh injus-
Liee may be done to o small number, it is
hetter so than to allow those abuses to con-
tinue. On polling day opponenls cafnot
keep their eves on each other and it is then
that postal officers, in some instances, have
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heen known to lend themselves to this sort
of thing. Particalarly in thickly populated
parts are abuses likely to take place, not on
the part of eandidates, hut on the part ol
enhusiastie sapporters.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The posial voting
svstem hag lent itself fo abuse from the
very inception. The argument put in favour
of people in hospitals will not hold water for
a moment,  The votes of patients in the
IP'erth Hospital ean he taken davs hefore
the poll eloses.

Mr. Sampson: What difference does it
make if the vote is taken on a Friday or a
Saturday?

Hon. G. TAYLOR.: The differcnce comes
in when the collection of the votes is left
to the last day.

The Minister for Tands: And if the postal
votes taken arc contrary fo the views of
those ecollecting them, they are not put in
until 100 late. Yon know that, too.

Hon, G, TAYT.OR: Yes, the hon. memher
showed me a elear proof of that many years
ago, the Laets having been clearly proved in
the Court of Disputed Returns.

Mr. A. Wanshrongh: It happened at the
last election, too.

Hon. (&, TAYLOR: No doubt postal vote
officers have heen appointed who should not
have heen entrusted with any sueh powers.

Mr. Sampson: Wil this lanse make them
lionest?

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Tt will stop this hus-
iness an polling day.

Hon. Sir JAMES MTTCHELL: We are
asked to believe that n wan will be honest
on Friday and dishonest on Saturday. Of
course awful things are done from time to
time and people have heen known to foree
their way into houses for votes even before
clection day. T do not aeeuse my politieal
opponents of anything, for T want the right
thing to be done by hoth sides on election
day. T do not know that we need worry so
mueh ahout postal votes heing taken from
people wha eould have gone to the poll, so
long as the votes were recorded as they would
have heen had the cleetors gone to the poll.
TT there is so mueh that is rotten, eorrupt and
wrong with the system, why not wipe ont
postal voting altogether?

The Minister for Lands: And a jolly zoeod
job, too.

Mr. Heron: If you do that, you will re-
quire some beiter provision fo replace postal
yoting in the back couniry.

[ABSEMBLY.] -

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: There
will always be wrong doing even on the part
of the people who go to the poll. The peo-
ple who give postal votes have a bigger op-
portunity.

Mr. Heron: Make the penalty for postal
vote offences more severe.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELI.:
is going to proseeute?

The Premier: There is wholesale abuse of
postal voting, and every member knows it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
known of abuses, but not wholesale abuses,
They happen on Fridays and even on Thurs-
days.

The Premier: But mostly on Saturdays.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I have
much more keenly contested elections than
lias the Premier, who seldom has a contest;
yet I bave not known of wholesale abuses of
the law.

Mr. A. Wanshorough: If you acted as
strutineer you wounld soon find out.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: T aw
surprised to hear of wholesale wrong doing.
Still, if it happens on Saturday, it will hap-
pen on Friday also.

Mr, E. B. JOEHNSTON: TIn some electo-
rates the returming officers are very chary
of granting polling booths. They say, “You
can use the postal votes,” It is a serious
thing if people are not to he able to record
their postal votes on election day. So long
as the vote is honestly recorded, it should be
accepted on election day. In my view the
department should he a little frecr in grant-
ing polling booths.

Mr. BROWNXN: T have been u postal vote
officer, yet T bave never seen any of the
abuses alhwded to by the Premier. Tt is wrong
that we should deprive the inmate of a
maternity hospital of her vote.

The Premier: She can vote long before
polling day. '

Mr. BROWN: Why arc not those who
indulge in these abuses prosecuted? Gener-
ally the proseention is left to the eandidate.

The Minister for Lands: It is not his
duty.

Mr. BROWN: Everyone should have the
right to record his vote up to the last hour.

Progress reported.

But who

BILL—SUPPLY (Neo. 2), £1,232,000.
Returned from the Council withount
amendment.

House adjourned at 11.13 p.m.



